An Outline of 1 Corinthians

1. Address, Salutation, and Thanksgiving [1:1-9]

2. Concerning Disunity [1:10--4:21]
a. Dissension in the church [1:10-17]
b. God's wisdom vs worldly wisdom [1: 18--2:16]
c. Paul on God'’s secret and Spirit-given wisdom [2:6-16]

d. Factions among the self-proclaimed wise [3:1-23]
e. The church's judgment of Paul [4:1-21]

3. Problems of Immorality [5:1--6:11]
a. A case of incest [5:1-13]
b. A lawsuit between Christians [6:1-11]

4. Reply to Corinthian Questions [6:12--16:12]
a. Introduction [6:12-20]
b. Concerning marriage [7:1-40]
c. Concerning idol meat [8:1--1 1: 1]
d. Distinctions between men & women [11:2-16]
e. Reply to oral report of unseemly behavior
at Communion [11:17-34]
f. Concerning spiritual gifts [12--14]
g. Concerning the resurrection [15]
h. Concerning the collection [16:1-4]

5. Paul's Travel Plans [16:5-9]
6. News of Timothy's Visit [16:10-11]
7. Concerning Apollos [16:12]

8. Conclusion [16:13-22]
a. Closing ethical instructions [16:13-18]
b. Closing greeting, apostolic warning,
and benediction [16:19-24]

The letter which we call “First Corinthians” is, actually, the second letter that Paul wrote
them. The first letter is now lost.



